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Thank You, Community Partners! 

The Kentucky Council for Children with  

Behavior Disorders has recognized the need and 

is reaching out to provide Kentucky education 

professionals with FREE monthly sessions to 

promote resilience, increase equity, support a 

growth mindset and to build academic and  

behavioral skills for student success. 

These FREE sessions are designed for teachers, 

guidance counselors, paraprofessionals, school 

administrators, social workers, interventionists, 

school psychologists, Family Resource and 

Youth Service Center coordinators, special law 

enforcement officers, community mental health 

professionals, or anyone who works with or on 

behalf of students. 

Sessions are scheduled from 5:30 to 8 p.m. on 

the second and fourth Tuesday of each month, 

starting Feb. 9 and continuing through July. 

Registration closes on the Friday prior to each 

session so sign up by Feb. 5 for the first session. 

The first session on Feb. 9 will feature Amy  

Cunningham on the topic: “Compassion Fatigue 

is a Real Thing: Building Microhabitats for  

Educator Resiliency.” A list of topics for future 

sessions is available at the link below. 

EILA/PD certificates will be included in the 

Zoom chat at the end of each session. 

The series is sponsored by the Kentucky Center 

for School Safety, the Kentucky System of Care 

FIVE (Families: Involved, Valued, Empowered) 

and the Kentucky Council for Children with  

Behavioral Disorders. 

For more information or to register, click 

HERE or visit https://sites.google.com/ 

view/kyccbd2021virtualbi/home

Virtual Behavior Institute

Send News to grapevine@dcps.org

https://sites.google.com/view/kyccbd2021virtualbi/home


DCPS to Host Foundational Reading Expert
The Daviess County Public Schools district is 

hosting a “Renew and Refocus” virtual  

collaborative course with special guest David 

Liben from 3 to 4 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 3. 

Liben is an expert in the area of foundational  

reading and will participate in a question-and-

answer session with participants, who will  

include our district’s elementary school  

instructional coaches and literacy coaches, as 

well as educators within the first three years of 

their teaching careers. 
 

Liben’s knowledge and guidance have been  

nationally recognized for translating into  

practical applications for teachers, students and 

families in the areas of early childhood literacy. 

He is an advisor and senior fellow in literacy at 

Student Achievement Partners, a nonprofit  

organization dedicated to improving student 

achievement, and is the co-author of “Know 

Better, Do Better: Teaching the Foundations so 

Every Child Can Read.” Along with his wife 

Meredith, Liben has published numerous  

articles and developed training courses for  

educators, and they serve as consultants for 

many districts and schools.  
 

Prior to being involved with the common core state  

standards and helping educators in all settings make the 

shifts needed so students can thrive, Liben taught and led 

schools at all grade levels during a 35-year career.  
 

DCPS literacy interventionist coach Shiryl McAdams  

said there are two goals for this program:  

“We want to continue to highlight the  

importance of foundational learning and its 

critical role in a student’s future success  

as a reader and writer,” she said. “We are also 

committed to providing a more equitable  

learning experience for our K-2 students that 

connects our high quality curriculum and the 

science of reading.” 
 

DCPS has partnered with the Public Life  

Foundation of Owensboro to raise reading  

proficiency levels for students by the end of 

third grade. “This includes equitable  

foundational learning experiences for K-2  

students, so they have the knowledge and  

reading behaviors that provide habits of mind 

to tackle complex text independently,” Shiryl 

said.  
 

The Reading Foundations Collaborative Course 

was designed to target new teachers within 

their first three years of teaching, but also  

provides valuable information, resources and 

support for educational administrators and 

those who work in the areas of migrant  

education and English language learners, as 

well as teachers and instructional coaches with 

years of experience. 
 

“We all have the same goal – accelerating student learning 

– that begins with solid foundational reading instruction,” 

Shiryl  said.  
 

For more information, contact Shiryl McAdams at 

shiryl.mcadams@daviess.kyschools.us 

David Liben

Shiryl McAdams

Keep Kids Connected to Learning!
We have all done our best to keep 

students connected to learning ... 

and here is your opportunity to 

make a difference for kids who do 

not have access to high-speed  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

internet at home. 
 

The Kentucky Broadband Initiative 

is designed to collect information 

about areas where there are gaps in 

coverage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Click the link below or save that 

URL to test your internet speed 

from every location where you or 

your child access schoolwork.  

Important note: If you don’t have  

internet access at your home, please 

go somewhere that does and record 

your home address as a location that 

does NOT have internet access. 

This will help us identify your area 

as one that needs an internet boost.  
 

 

ewdc.ky.gov/Initiatives/Pages/ 

KBI.aspx

https://educationcabinet.ky.gov/Initiatives/Pages/KBI.aspx


Kids First Teacher of 

the Year Award 

Nominations are now being accepted for the DCPS  

Kids First Teacher of the Year Award. DCPS believes 

great teachers are:  

n Student-Centered n Engagement Driven 

n Passionate about Teaching and Learning 

n Able to Develop and Maintain Positive Relationships 

n Committed to a Growth Mindset 

n Dedicated to Communication with All Groups 

n Knowledgeable About Content 

n A Team Player n Prepared 

n Coachable n Invested 
 

If you know a DCPS teacher who shows some of these 

characteristics, please complete the brief nomination form 

HERE. All you have to provide is a one- or two-sentence 

example of how your nominee demonstrates two of the 

characteristics listed above. It will only take five minutes 

and it’s a great way to honor our great teachers. The  

nomination deadline is Sunday, Feb. 28. 
 

All nominees will be considered. From the list of  

nominated teachers, three finalists will be selected per 

level (elementary, middle and high). District winners will 

be announced at Opening Day in August and will  

represent DCPS for Kentucky Teacher of the Year honors. 
 

For more information, contact Jana Beth Francis at  

janabeth.francis@daviess.kyschools.us  Please consider 

completing the nomination form at the link above. 

Kids First 

Support Staff Awards 
DCPS Customer Service Award  

The DCPS Kids First Customer Service Award will honor 

members of our support staff who go above and beyond in 

serving our students and families. These nominees exhibit 

a “Kids First” spirit in their interactions with kids and  

parents/guardians by demonstrating characteristics listed 

below. Award nominees should possess a trademark spirit 

of service, innovation, and commitment to the others in a 

way that positively impacts the lives of those in the school 

community. Characteristics include: Kindness, active  

listening, conflict resolution, dependability, friendliness, 

patience, effective communication, empathy, creativity, 

challenges students to do their best, supports families with 

“Kids First” in mind and makes families feel welcome 

and valued. Click HERE to nominate a DCPS support 

staff employee for the Kids First Customer Service 

Award! Nomination deadline is Sunday, Feb. 28  
 

DCPS Support Professional Award  
The Support Professional Award honors members of the 

DCPS support staff who are exceptional at their job and 

provide exceptional support to DCPS students and/or 

staff. These nominees demonstrate positive characteristics 

such as: Adaptable, creative, strong decision-making,  

dependable, energetic, knowledge of responsibilities,  

organized, patient, positive attitude, responsive, timely, 

takes initiative, willingness to help others and lifelong 

learner. Click HERE to nominate a DCPS support staff 

employee for the Kids First Support Professional Award! 

Nomination deadline is Sunday, Feb. 28.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf_K_B0pNvR7eZ6SsfXrcgt6ViFut79lxXdsPQJkEohEj82Mg/viewform?gxids=7628
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScquLXhLIST538e5pxSKtdyc3E7wBVVCQ7N8CCn0c-l-NrBQQ/viewform?gxids=7628
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEt6m-S6m_DA6Nr6avNdqh6xqaK_lCHdC_7VOLXgv58ro7aA/viewform?gxids=7628


Curbside Meal 

Information 
Our DCPS Food Services team continues to provide  

delicious, nutritious breakfast and lunch meals for all  

children and youth age 18 and younger. A list of serving 

locations, times and menus is posted on our website at 

www.dcps.org, or go directly to that page HERE. The 

website is updated with most recent information regarding 

serving locations and mobile route schedules. 

DFP Meeting Notice 
The DCPS Board of Education and the Kentucky Board of 

Education will host a local/state public hearing on the  

proposed DCPS District Facility Plan at 5:30 p.m.  

Tuesday, Feb. 9, at the DCPS Central Office. For more  

information, contact Sara Harley at 270-852-7000.

A COVID-19 reporting dashboard is posted on our district 

website with information about active and recovered 

cases for staff and students. This page is updated twice 

weekly. Click HERE to view. For more information, 

write to contact@dcps.org

Are you or a colleague doing  

something innovative this year? 

Let us know! Send your story to 

grapevine@dcps.org

DC-bay! 
Buy and sell with DC-bay! The deadline 

for the next DC-bay! feature is Friday, 

Feb. 12. Send a brief description of 

item(s) for sale, including price, your 

name, the school/site where you work, and your 

home/personal phone number. Photos are also welcome 

and will be used as space and layout permit. Send your  

information to grapevine@dcps.org

Thank You, 

Guidance Counselors! 

Now more than ever, we appreciate our DCPS guidance 

counselors for their dedication to our students. In addition 

to providing assistance with college and career planning, 

guidance counselors are also “there” for our kids as a 

compassionate and supportive resource ... a rock of  

stability in uncertain times. Please click HERE to watch a 

tribute video and then take a moment to send a message 

of appreciation to your counselors for all they do. 

https://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/covidreportdashboard#sthash.XFXuAmU4.dpbs
https://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/curbsidemealmenu#sthash.b3GBKwtb.dpbs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEfYJoZFmW4&feature=youtu.be


Empower U / Community Campus Update
Amanda Jerome 

DCPS College and Career Readiness 

Coordinator 
 

What is Community Campus and  

Empower U?  

Community 

Campus is a 

partnership  

between Daviess 

County Public 

Schools, Owensboro Public 

Schools, Owensboro Catholic 

Schools and Hancock County 

Schools, as well as Owensboro 

Community and Technical College. 
 

The best part of Community  

Campus? These students are  

earning college credit during high school! 
 

Community Campus is a part of a larger dual credit  

program, called Empower U. Empower U embraces all of 

the dual credit programs available to our students in 

Daviess County Public Schools. We have options  

available in Agriculture, Early College, Engineering,  

General Education courses, Life Sciences and Technical 

Education. Each year, we assist hundreds of students with 

dual credit opportunities and save families thousands of 

tuition dollars through this program.  
 

Two of the Daviess County Public Schools EmpowerU 

programs – the Engineering Academy and Life Science 

Academy – began accepting applications on Jan. 19 for 

classes to begin in August 2021. Courses are available to 

students enrolled at Apollo, Daviess County, Owensboro, 

Owensboro Catholic, Trinity and Hancock County high 

schools.  
 

Engineering Academy 

Engineering Academy students 

meet daily on Apollo High 

School’s campus; morning courses 

begin at 7:50 a.m. and afternoon 

courses begin at 2 p.m. Students 

attend this program one period a 

day.  
 

The Engineering Academy is part 

of Project Lead the Way, a  

nationally recognized provider for STEM (Science,  

Technology, Engineering and Math) curriculums. Learn 

more at  www.pltw.org 

Students enrolled in the Engineering Academy have the 

opportunity to take Introduction to  

Engineering Design, Principles of  

Engineering, Computer Programming 

and Aerospace Engineering. Visit the 

Engineering Academy website at 

http://apollopltw.weebly.com to learn 

more and to apply online.  
 

Applications will be accepted through 

June 1 for Fall 2021 courses. Students 

must apply online and select the tier 

under which they are eligible to apply. See below for 

tiered system of acceptance for Engineering Academy. 
 

Engineering Academy Tiered Acceptance (students will 

apply in the tier for which they are eligible): 

Tier 1 – Composite ACT score of 17 or higher and  

     grade point average of 3.0 or higher    

Tier 2 – Enrolled in geometry as a freshmen and have  

     GPA of 3.0 or higher    

Tier 3 – Enrolled in algebra 1 as a freshman and have  

     GPA of 3.5 or higher 
 

Life Science Academy 

Students meet in the Science 

Building at OCTC for one  

period a day Monday through 

Thursday. Classes begin at  

7:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m. and 2 p.m.  

Students enrolled in the Life  

Science Academy take Human 

Body Systems, Medical  

Intervention and Biomedical 

Science courses, which incorporate Project Lead the Way 

curriculum. Learn more at www.pltw.org 
 

Students may visit the Life Science Academy website at 

http://www.lifescienceacademy.net/ to learn more.  
 

Applications will be accepted through June 1 for Fall 

2021 courses. Students must apply online and select the 

tier under which they are eligible to apply. See below for 

tiered system of acceptance for Life Science Academy. 
  

Life Science Academy Tiered Acceptance (students will 

apply in the tier for which they are eligible): 

Tier 1 – Composite ACT score of 18 or higher and grade  

     point average of 3.5 or higher; essay requirement and  

     recommendation from core content teacher  

Tier 2 – GPA 3.5 or higher, essay requirement and core  

     teacher recommendation 

Tier 3 – GPA 3.0 or higher, essay requirement, core  

     teacher recommendation and Google Meet interview 

                                                    Continued on Next Page 

Amanda Jerome
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Students who need to register for the ACT may do so at  

www.actstudent.org Students may be eligible for  

acceptance to Engineering or Life Science programs  

without ACT scores (see tiered acceptance requirements 

listed above). 
 

Both of these programs are an excellent way for students 

to begin taking college credit as a high school freshman. 

College credit for both programs is offered through 

OCTC. Our classes are rigorous, problem-based courses 

and offer career exploration and hands-on learning in a 

high quality, college level atmosphere. We invite families 

to explore these options and we encourage eligible  

students to join us in one of these amazing programs. We 

know you will not be disappointed! 
 

Engineering and Life Science academy classes are 

typically offered in person, but have been transitioned to 

an online/virtual format this year in response to the 

COVID-19 pandemic to ensure student safety. We look 

forward to getting our students back into our lab spaces as 

soon as it is safe to do so. 
 

Agriculture Academy 

DCPS is proud to announce a new 

opportunity through our Empower 

U academies. The Agriculture  

Academy began accepting  

applications on Feb. 1 for  

students in grades 8-12.  
 

Students who will enter eighth 

grade in the Fall are eligible to 

take Principles of Agriculture, a 

high school-level course that will 

be taught at their middle schools. After successfully  

completing this entry-level course, students may choose 

from several different Agriculture Academy pathways as 

high school freshmen. The Ag Academy includes courses 

from five career areas, ranging from environmental  

science and natural resources to agribusiness.  
 

Students enrolled in the Ag Academy throughout high 

school will have the opportunity to participate in a variety 

of leadership programs and experiences, including a  

senior year internship experience with local agriculture 

business and industries.  
 

It is essential that we provide students with opportunities 

to discover career pathways throughout high school. The 

new Agriculture Academy is a perfect example of this. 

Students have the opportunity to participate as early as 

eighth grade, which is something we have never done  

before. We are excited about this new academy and what 

it will mean for students’ futures, as well as what this  

program can do to support our community’s ever-growing 

need for a workforce educated in agriculture-based skills. 

We are very fortunate to provide this innovative program 

to our students and hope to continue expanding our  

options to meet the needs of our ever-growing agriculture 

community in Daviess County. 
 

DCPS Superintendent Matt Robbins said, “Daviess 

County has such a rich agricultural heritage, which has 

evolved to include highly technical skills and trades. We 

are honored to provide our students with a wide spectrum 

of hands-on, real-world learning experiences through the 

Ag Academy.” 
 

DCPS students who will enter the eighth grade next year 

may find the Agriculture Academy application at 

www.dcps.org  Completion of this online application  

indicates interest to participate but does not obligate a  

student in any way.  
 

Learn more about the DCPS Agriculture Academy and 

other components of Empower U HERE. 
 

Early College Academy 

DCPS began accepting 

applications for the  

Early College Academy 

on Feb. 1. Current high 

school sophomores  

who meet eligibility  

requirements are invited 

to apply for the two- 

year associate degree 

program.  
  

Applications are posted on the DCPS website at 

www.dcps.org and will be accepted until March 12 for 

classes to begin in the fall. 
 

The Early College Academy, which opened in 2016,  

continues to grow in popularity. Since May 2018, more 

than 100 DCPS students have graduated with their high 

school diploma and an associates degree. Another 56  

students will graduate with both a diploma and a degree 

this year, which is very exciting to all of us who are  

involved in this academy. Each year, we see an increase in 

the number of students expressing interest in the Early 

College Academy. These students recognize Early College 

Academy as the right path for them as they finish high 

school and begin their college experience. 

                                                   Continued on Next Page 
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https://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/agacademy-2021#sthash.42ol0rxe.dpbs
https://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/earlycollege2021#sthash.0UUroSXr.dpbs


Presidents Day 
 

 

 

 

DCPS Schools 

Closed  

Monday, Feb. 15 

Support Offices Remain Open

Healthy Lifestyle 

Tip of the Week

These weekly fitness reminders are brought to you by the 

DCPS Food Services Department. We care about you! 

Learn more at www.moveitmonday.org 

Continued from Previous Page 
 

Early College Academy is open to students who are in 

good academic standing at their high school. Students 

must be on track for high school graduation with a grade 

point average of 3.25 or higher. Students enrolled in this 

academy carry a rigorous course load at OCTC and are 

expected to graduate with both their high school diploma 

and an associate’s degree. 
 

Acceptance letters will be mailed beginning the week of 

March 22. Early College registration for those accepted 

will take place in April and May via virtual conference 

with their advisor. Participants will register for a time slot 

after receiving a letter of acceptance. 
 

More information about the Early College Academy and 

other Empower U programs is available HERE.  
 

DCPS staff members are encouraged to be familiar with 

our Empower U academies and share this information 

with family members and friends whose students may 

benefit from these exceptional educational programs. 
 

For specific questions, students and families should  

contact the college and career readiness coach or guidance 

counselor at their high school. 

Empower U 

Update

Thank You, 

Community Partners!
Sorgho Elementary School has received 

special community support from several 

local pizza restaurants to help  

encourage students to complete all their 

hybrid work. 
 

Each week, principal Laura Cecil  

selects a primary and intermediate student by random 

drawing; if those students have completed all their work, 

they receive a free pizza from one of our generous  

community sponsors. Donations have been received from 

Little Caesars, Papa John’s, Dominos and 54 Pizza  

Express. Thank you so much for your generous donations!

Has your school received special support from a 

local business, organization or club? 

Let the Grapevine help acknowledge our wonderful 

community partners. Send information to 

grapevine@dcps.org

Kids First 

Apparel Update 
Kids First apparel orders will be delivered to schools and 

offices the week of Feb. 15. Thank you for your support 

in sharing our “Kids First” pride! 

https://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/empoweru#sthash.34GS0AvI.dpbs

